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From the Archives brings primary source documents and exploration into the classroom. These educational resources,
carefully curated by our Education team, are meant to enhance historical discussions around relevant topics of today in
history, civics, geography, and economics.

“Dear Mr. President” brings together a wide array of letters written to President Reagan shortly after he was elected
president on 4 November 1980. The letters come from students of all ages and from across the country. Some are
letters that were written by the student on their own, while others were a class project. These letters contain the
hopes, dreams, and concerns of these students for the incoming administration.

The following letters are from shortly after the election of President Reagan in 1980. They are from a variety of grades
and schools from around the nation. The letters are grouped by school with the cover page included if the teacher
wrote one. They can be used either on their own or in conjunction with the original “Dear Mr. President” resource.

Developed by
The Walter and Leonore Annenberg Presidential Learning Center
Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute
40 Presidential Drive, Suite 200
Simi Valley, CA 93065
www.reaganfoundation.org/education
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Conklin Elementary, lllinois / 6*" Grade

O._ALaA.

Alsl tovonded

WW@"“‘

6nm

=g

amiw

zmzj -
Dol




From the Archives:

Dear Mr. President Primary Source G

»® M¢ M

: Eﬁ@m@aﬁ =
e ——
| \(Eg C

D\ Onendemd OW,%\_L\SL
1, Olinold
118D

fnn

=




From the Archives: Dear Mr. President Primary Source H

g"(% 800, O
Aedeyt

T, G, 1950
Fean Preaderi- eledt ‘Qm%om,

) 3T Suns akes ) B fen
MM@@»WW&W
W%M w&m&q Oek o ?&NW

eors (8 masgde ).
WW>

P4, e cuwn hedaga,




From the Archives: Dear Mr. President Primary Source |




From the Archives: Dear Mr. President Primary Source J




From the Archives: Dear Mr. President Primary Source K

Ien Q‘t‘ .
L.

| . 77, 1430
 Dear Praidlond—ecl Coogyon,

S’ am ol it
J a0 “”Zeéw"f?\wwm

e §4
//777 ( ) -
W amn g-Ls . /-WM
cogolnt M 7

M ?//A/ y ] aa//’.;’

|
|
!
!
|
!




Primary Source L

From the Archives: Dear Mr. President

Hillcrest Elementary, Alabama / 6'" Grade
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Lady of Lourdes Academy, Florida / High School
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Rosebank Elementary, California / 5*" Grade
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Woodstock Elementary, Utah / 3™ Grade

GRANITE SCHOOL DISTRICT
WOODSTOCK ELEMENTARY
6015 SOUTH 1300 EAST
84121 TELEPHONE: 278-2635

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAI
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GRANITE SCHOOL DISTRICT

WOODSTOCK ELEMENTARY
6015 SOUTH 1300 EAST
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAl 84121
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GRANITE SCHOOL DISTRICT

WOODSTOCK ELEMENTARY
6015 SOUTH 1300 EAST
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAII 84121
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Miscellaneous Letters

.‘\\\‘ \ Bill Foley 1.l
~ \,.P*' Box155f 2
Bonnez 3prings
Ks. 00012.
‘ 11/4/80
Dear,

(president) fonald Reagan,

Hello | You may remember me , & cthem agéain you may n otC.
In the event that you do not , im Bill Foley , im 11 years
old , and i have written you two times already « L also am
very , very proud to say that you wrote me & personaly si-
gned letter , « that I am a friend of Lhe 4Oth rresident
of th o great Uninted States of america .

i must say that I dont exactly know why I wrote you this
letter , L guess I gust want to congratulate you on your
outstanding victory over Mr.Camer , « Mr.anderson .

I am writing you this letter on the L4th Day of nNovember,
Therefore , when you reclieve thls you will be next in
line for ths biggest job in the country .

Moast all of the people of the U.S. Know that kr.Carter
hes raised inflation 1l # since he was elected &s the b2
th (Prez) , & we are hoping that gou will be able to co-
rrect his mistakes . W@ understand that you , or any one
else could#solve these problembs in one term . I want you
to know that people may criticize you af ter your first
term , but I think you will prove to be the greatest sre=
sident of the U.S.

Im only 11 years old , but an imorsssed that important
people take the time to commnicate with the youth of

amsrice,

Aga#n I appricate youre concideration .

Sincerely ,

Your Fr ien&/ s

B1ll foley IIL .
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The red mark indicates that the letter was read and that a response was sent.
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S8 Student Programs

The Ronald Reagan
Presidential Foundation
Scholars Program awards
Ventura County, Calif., high
school seniors who exemplify
outstanding leadership skills
and personal character with
a total of $50,000 in
scholarships annually.

This five day program will
develop leadership skills
with a goal of accomplishing
the following task: identify
a problem in the community
and create a Leadership
Action Plan to address that
problem.

The GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship Program honors A k |
the legacy and character of our nation’s 40th President % )\

by rewarding college-bound students who demonstrate ) E
exemplary leadership, drive, integrity, and citizenship
with financial assistance to pursue higher education.
Through the generous support of General Electric, this
national program awards $40,000 in scholarships to
numerous high school students each year.

The Leadership and the American Presidency is a program designed to
facilitate leadership development among undergraduate students through
the unique lens of the American presidency. This accredited course is
grounded in real history as students critically examine the leadership
journeys if presidents in relation to their own lives. Students hear from
real leaders in the fields of business, government, and the nonprofit
sectors learning lessons on leadership, while simultaneously applying all
of these skills in the real world in an internship setting and in an authentic
culminating course assessment.

The Ronald Reagan Great
Communicator Debate
Series is a national series
of high school debates that
develops informed citizens
and leaders. At the
National Championship,

a total of $40,000 in
scholarships is awarded.

The Ronald Reagan Presidential
Foundation & Institute offers
high school administrators a
way to recognize outstanding
high school students whose
leadership, drive, integrity

and citizenship skills are
emblematic of our nation’s

40th President.

www.reaganfoundation.org/education



