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From the Archives brings primary source documents and exploration into the classroom. These educational resource
carefully curated by our Education team, ameant to enhance historical discussions around relevant topics of today in
history, civics, geography, and economics.

Overview:

G 5 S 0 lish $desof documentsrelatedto the ReagarO | Y LJI- éff@tyg t@ @reparefor the PresidentiaDebatesin
Septenber and Octoberof 1980.Thefirst debate,whichfeatured GovernorReagarand CongressmadohnB. Anderson
but did not feature PresidentCarter,took placeon September21,1980in Baltimore,MD. Theseconddebate,whichwas
betweenGovernorReagarand PresidentCarter,took placeon October28,1980in ClevelandOH,just aweekbefore
ElectionDay.PrimarySourceA isamemofrom Richard Wirthlin to keymembersof Presidentw S I 3 staff, @out
strategyfor the debateagainstlohnB. Andersonlt speaksaboutwhat GovernorReagarshouldattempt to
demonstratein the debates,and someof the generalstylethat GovernorReagarshouldaim to emulate.PrimarySource
Bis a critique of the first debate,outlining the goalsachievedn the debate,how GovernorReagardid in various
categoriesandwhat he cando to improvefor the nextdebate.PrimarySourceCis anothermemofrom Richardwirthlin,
outlining more generalstrategyfor the seconddebate, this time with PresidentCarter.It lists severalof President

I | NIp&eénkiatattackstrategies and how GovernorReagarshouldrespondif thoseattacksare used.Thegeneral
goalof this debatefor the Reagarcampaignwvasto reinforcethe ideathat GovernorReagarwantedto servethe
Americanpeople,andthat he will bringthe nationbackto & Apiioperd S I NJFiialygPEindarySourceD is another
documentwhich containsseveraltips and hints for GovernorReagargoinginto the seconddebate. It includesfive
points,includingSymbolsthe EconomyWarand Peace Framingthe PreDebateand Framingthe PostDebate.This
documentespeciallyshowsthe carethat went into the planningbeforethe debatesandhow muchthe ReagarBush
campaigrcaredabout effectivelycommunicatingo the Americanpeople.

SuggestedClassroomActivities:
1. What Should a Candidate Demonstrate in a Debate?

9 Using Primary Source A, C, and D, instruct students to miédteoathings that they think are important for a
candidate to demonstrate in a Presidential debate. In addition to Primary Source A, show the students a few
clips from past Presidential Debates and allow the students to take notes on what is effextiwdat is not.

0 Highlights of 2012 Debatétfps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAi4wCicCPU
0 Make or Break Debate Momentst{ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Y8SZDH3B 4
0 2012 Debate Body Languagmtfs://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiDsAATpmjY

1 Many of the items in the primary sources are specific to the 1980 Presidential Electictudeints will be able
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2. Summary Critique of Priefential Debates

1 Using Primary Source B, students will critique the performance of a specific candidate in a Presidential debate.
Review the choices from the links below, and allow the students to choose one. Alternatively, students may use
any other videaf a Presidential debate that they can find.

Reagan/Anderson 1980 Debatétps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiAf2Ch90QbM

Reagan/Carter 1980 Debatetips://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8YxFc 1b 0

Reagan/Mondale 1984 Debate #ittps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OGvBFQQPRXs

Reagan/Mondale 1984 Debate #&tps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EF73kHigg

Clinton/Dole 1996H(itps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFw18HhBspU

Romney/Obama 2012 Debate #bttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62vgSh4YQPE

0 Romney/Obama 2012 Debate #8ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BTk2bKJ¥ul

1 After they have watched the debate, student®sild critique the debate, modeling their analysis on the format
found in Primary Source B. The students will list achievements by the candidate in that debate, how the debate
could have hurt the candidate, and what they could do to improve in the future.
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Reagan Bush Committee

901 South Highland Street, Arlington, Virginia 22204 (703) 685-3400

MEMORANDUM

TO: Bill Casey, Jim Baker, Ed Meese, Myles Martel, Dave Gergen
FROM: Richard Wirthlin

DATE: September 5, 1980

RE: DEBATE STRATEGY

Attached are what we feel represent the major strategy objectives
we should keep in mind as we prepare for the debates.

Paid for by Reagan Bush Committee. United States Senator Paul Laxalt, Chairman. Bay Buchanan, Treasurer.
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Reagan Bush Committee
901 South Highland Street, Arlington, Virginia 22204 (703) 685-3400

MEMORANDUM

Richard B. Wirthlin
Richard Smith Beal
September 5, 1980

Debates
—_—a

What Do We Want To Demonstrate in the Debates?

o

o

Exhibit grace under fire.

Demonstrate the competency to deal with the complexity
and range of national issues.

Allow voters to compare the style of the Governor in
contrast with Carter and Anderson, and reinforce the
leadership image of the Governor.

Show the Governor is capable of giving direct, understandable
answers to questions from the panel and policy statements
on the issues.

Re-focus the theme of the campaign on the cutting issue

of the election,--the economy, and show the contrast between
Carter's uncertain and lackluster performance with regard

to inflation and unemployment in contrast to what Governor
Reagan is proposing.

Show judgment and clarity about what the future holds for
America; emphasize the positive in contrast to the mediocracy
of the current Administration.

Counter the dangerous and bellicose image of the Governor
on national security affairs by stressing the peace through
a margin of safety theme.

Emphasize that the issue agenda in this country has not
changed in some time: the 1980 issues are inflation, un-
employment and the economy generally. Every other issue,
while important, has a secondary status in the minds of the
public.

The political objective is to solidify the Republican and

conservative vote while portraying the Governor's stands on
the issues and general approach to governing the country as

Paid for by Reagan Bush Committee. United States Senator Paul Laxalt, Chairman. Bay Buchanan, Treasurer.
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