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STATEMENT BY FRED RYAN, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF THE 

RONALD REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION AND INSTITUTE 

ON THE DEATH OF T. BOONE PICKENS 

  

Simi Valley, California – Today, with deep sorrow, the Reagan Foundation mourns the loss of 

legendary Texas oil and gas executive T. Boone Pickens, who was a close, personal friend of 

President and Mrs. Reagan’s. 

Mr. Pickens was an exemplary leader, not only in the global energy and transportation sectors of 

the United States, but in everything he did.  For President Reagan, he provided important 

leadership in the 1980 and 1984 election campaigns and provided wise counsel and unparalleled 

devotion to the missions of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute.  His 

extraordinary generosity to the Reagan Foundation resulted in the building of its one-of-a-kind 

Air Force One Pavilion, a gift which spoke volumes to the strength of the friendship that 

President and Mrs. Reagan had shared with Boone over the years.  

For our country, Mr. Pickens served as a mentor for entrepreneurs, was actively involved in 

important political and civic causes, and made significant contributions to educational 

institutions across the United States to support programs that will help ensure a brighter future 

for our children.  Mr. Pickens’s legacy of achievement, leadership and philanthropy will inspire 

Americans for generations to come.    

Our heartfelt prayers and deepest sympathies go out to his family and friends at this sad time. 
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