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STATEMENT BY FRED RYAN, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF THE 

RONALD REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION AND INSTITUTE 

ON THE DEATH OF GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH 

 

Simi Valley, California – The Reagan Foundation joins our fellow Americans and people around 

the world in mourning the passing of former President George H. W. Bush. Today, we bid 

farewell to a true gentleman who embodied the nobility of public service. 

 

During their eight years in office, President Reagan and Vice President Bush forged a 

remarkable partnership. As they reignited the U.S. economy, battled tyranny across the globe, 

and restored America’s pride and purpose, President Reagan relied on his vice president’s calm, 

strength, loyalty, and wisdom. In all that the administration achieved, President Reagan once 

remarked, “no one has been closer to my side and has contributed more to our success than 

George Bush.”  

 

As president, George Bush built on this legacy, steering America through challenging times at 

home and abroad. Respectful of others, thoroughly devoted to service, and gracious even in 

defeat, he also solidified his reputation for integrity and decency.  

 

Above all, President Bush treasured his loving family. They have our deepest sympathies and 

prayers at this difficult time.  
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