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Lesson Plan

In a 1988 radio address in which he discussed education, President Ronald Reagan said, “The education
our children deserve is the kind no American should be deprived of, for it’s the basic instruction in what it
means to be an American... Jefferson and the Founders believed a nation that governs itself, like ours, must
rely upon an informed and engaged electorate.”

Overview
In this lesson, students will learn both to be informed and to be engaged as they learn about an issue that is
important to them, and communicate their thoughts on the issue to the President of the United States.

Objectives
Students will be able to (SWBAT):
*Understand the process for sharing their concerns with the President.
*Advocate for an issue of their choosing via correspondence to the White House.
*Analyze primary source documents.
-Utilize research skills to develop ideas around an issue that is important to them.
-Students will submit their ideas to the POTUS using one or more means of communication.

Skills
1. Analytical skills
2. Research skills
3. Composition skills
4. Expository and Persuasive Writing
5. Digital Literacy (Optional)
6. Developing civic literacy and advocacy skills

Classroom Procedures
I. Essential Question(s):How can I communicate with the executive branch?
I1. Agenda

‘EQ: see above

‘Hook: Response to Video “White House Letters to the President”

Primary Source Exploration: Andy Smith Correspondence with President Reagan.

*Exit Slip

I11. Hook(10—15 minutes)

* Go to the White House’s YouTube Channel and show the “White House Letters to the President”
http://youtu.be/eGoomM8QEGk

* Background — The forty-fourth President Barack Obama was inaugurated in January 2009 with a vow to
have a transparent White House. The Obama Administration has made efforts to stay up to date with
the latest trends in technology and social media and the video above shows how communication from
the people ultimately reaches the desk of the president.

« After watching the video, ask students to write for five minutes in response to the video. They can
either write a free response or respond to “How do our concerns get shared with the President?” or
“Why might people write to the President?” Then students should share their writing with a partner.
After partner discussion, have a few students share out their responses.

IV. Primary Source Exploration (30-40 minutes)
Explain that the President is a representative of the American people, but that in order for our opinions



and ideas to be heard by the President, we must communicate our thoughts and ideas using the proper
channels. The president is not likely to hear our concerns if we complain to our friends, but if we

have some ideas and share them directly with the president, our concerns are more likely to be heard.
Also, remind students to be positive and have a solution oriented approach to writing the president.
Complaining about a problem is not useful without a thoughtful solution.

For 4-5 Students

* Distribute copies of Andy Smith’s Letter to President Reagan and his response.

For K-3 Students

* Choose and distribute a grade level appropriate letter from the resources included at the end of this
lesson. There are a selection of letters from students ranging from Kindergarten to 3rd grade.

* Distribute Student Handout A (included). This is a document developed by the National Archives that
will help students analyze the primary source letters used in this lesson. Guides students through the
letter from the student and the response from President Reagan, then have them complete Student
Handout A with the student letter.

* Now that students have seen a model letter to the president, have students decide on an issue they’d
like to write about using Student Handout A1.

* Next, distribute Student Handouts B and C. Student Handout B is a graphic organizer designed to help
students organize their thoughts for the correspondence. Student Handout C is an example that shows
the format for the letter.

* Students should write a rough draft by hand regardless of the mode of contact they ultimately decide
to use. Research shows that writing by hand stimulates the brain’s creative powers in ways that aren't
replicated when typing on a computer.

* Before having students write their own rough draft, model how you would write your letter to the
president. Don’t necessarily show them just the finished product, but narrate the decisions you make
while writing to help them understand the habits of an effective writer. After students have completed
a rough draft, have them work with a partner or small group to review the various parts of the letter.

+ Distribute Student Handout D, which examines the many ways that students can share their message
with the president. Read through as a class and ask students to decide which method of communication
best fits with their message and their skills as a communicator.

* Have students visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

* Show students the various options for corresponding with the White House:

* Facebook * Twitter » Flickr * MySpace
* YouTube * Vimeo * iTunes * LinkedIn
V. Exit Slip (5 minutes)

*Students can turn in their rough draft of their letter as an exit slip. A quick review will give you an idea

of how well they understood the activity.
VI. Extension

* Have students think about other political and community figures to whom they might write a letter. For
example, the principal, the mayor, or the governor. Have them write another copy of their letter to the
appropriate local or state figure.

* Have students post their letters, videos, and photos to a class blog devoted to civic engagement. Share
this blog with parents and local government.
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EXAMINING A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT A
Student Handout

Directions: Today you will read a letter written by a student like you to the President of the
United States. As you read, answer the questions below to help you understand the different
parts of the letter.

1) How was the letter written?

2) Write down the date of the letter:

3) Who wrote the letter?

4) How old do you think the author of the letter is?

5) To whom is the letter written?

6) Why did the student write this letter?
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LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENT
Student HandoutA 1

Directions: Choose a topic from the list below and use the following sheet to help you write
your letter to the president.

Topics for Younger Students (K-2)
1) If I had one wish, it would be...
2) If T could change one thing about the world, it would be...
3) If I could do one thing to help others, I would...
4) If I were in charge of all the schools, I would make sure that all students learn about...
5) One problem I'd like to fix is... I would fix it by...
6) Choose your own topic.

Topics for Older Students

1) Economy: Suggestions for ways to create jobs.

2) Health Care: Suggestions for ways to ensure people get the health care they need.

3) Foreign Affairs: Suggestions for ways to solve disputes with other countries.

4) Civil Rights: Suggestions for ways to ensure that people of different ethnicities or
different genders are treated fairly.

5) Energy: Suggestions for ways to provide cheaper energy for cars, homes, etc...

6) Seniors: Suggestions for ways to make sure the elderly are adequately cared for.

7) Censorship: Suggestions about what sorts of movies, books, or video games are
appropriate for school age children.

8) Education: Suggestions about what sort of things students should learn about, how they
are tested, and how much say they should have about the subjects they study in school.

9) Homeland Security: Suggestions about ways to make sure the U.S. is safe from threats.

10) Environment: Suggestions about ways to handle the interaction of man and the
environment.

11) Other: Choose your own topic.
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WRITING A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT B
Student Handout

Directions: Did you know that anyone in our country can write a letter to the President of the
United States? Use the sheet below to help you write a letter to the President.

4 N
Letter to the President

My name is

Iam in grade at (school)

I think the biggest problem in our is

This is a problem because

I think the best way to fix this problem is by
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FORMAT FOR LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT C
Student Handout

WALTER & LEONORE ANNENBERG
PRESIDENTIAL LEARNING CENTER

* *x Kk Kx

1234 Civics Drive 4 Heading
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 k Your address and the date you wrote the letter
July 4, 2011
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 4 Address
Washington, DC 20500 k Name and address of person to whom you are writing
Dear Mr./Mrs. President: ( , Salutation
k A formal greeting

In the introductory paragraph, you want to be sure to introduce yourself and explain the reason you are writing
in the first place. Be sure to include your name, your grade, and your school when you introduce yourself. You
might also want to include an interesting fact or two that relates to your letter. For example, if you a part of
student government, or if you are involved with a service organization, you can include that information here.
When you introduce your reason for writing, you should state your reason as clearly and simply as you can.
There will be plenty of room to explain yourself in the next paragraph.

In this paragraph you will provide more information about your issue. You should try to give at least two specific
reasons that explain why this issue is a concern to you. You should talk about how this issue affects you or those
around you. Use the most compelling examples to help convince your reader of the importance of this issue.

In your final paragraph, you should suggest a solution to your concern. Nothing positive comes from

complaining about an issue without any ideas about ways to solve the problem. In this section of your letter, you
will present an idea for how to address your concern. Be sure to think carefully about this, and to write about it

as clearly as you can. Body
' The text of your letter
Sincerely,
Closing and Signature
Concerned Student A polite final closing and your name
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HOW DO I CONNECT WITH THE PRESIDENT? D
Student Handout

Directions: In the 21st Century, there are more ways than ever before to communicate with elected officials.
The proliferation of the internet and social media means that you can share your ideas with the president
through writing, e-mail, Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, just to name a few. In fact, if you visit the contact
page on the White House website, there are more than 10 different ways to connect with the president. Visit
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact and discuss with your teacher the best way for you to share your message
to the president. Then check the appropriate box and read the reminders for your chosen method.

e " ~
Method 1:W1fltlng
Options This is for me. ’'m going to write
1) Letter the president:
2) E-mail

If you are a strong writer, and can clearly convey your ideas using words, you should write to the president. Once
you have written your letter, you can either put it in an envelope and mail it to the president. You can also use
your computer to e-mail your letter to the president. If you choose to write, remember to:

« Proof read and revise your writing before sending.

o Make sure the quality of your writing and your thoughts are worthy of the president.

g
4 .
Method 2: Uldeo

AN

Options This is for me. ’'m going to make a
1) YouTube video for the president:
2) Vimeo

If you are a strong speaker, have a flair for the dramatic, and have access to a video camera, you should create
a video for the president. Once you have written a script, you can work with a team to film, edit, and add any
titles or soundtrack you need to enhance your video. You can use your computer to upload your message to the
president. If you choose to make a video, remember to:

« Carefully edit your video to ensure it is of the best possible quality.

« Practice what you will say and the way you will say it before turning on the camera.

AN

/
Method 3: Other

This is for me. ’'m going to send my

Options

1) Facebook or MySpace message to the president through
2) Twitter . .

3) Flickr or other photo sharing site Facebook; Twitter, or Flickr:

If you enjoy sharing images, ideas, and links through sites like Facebook, Twitter, or Flickr, you should consider

using social media to share your message with the president. Depending on your chosen medium, you can

comment, send a brief message, or share a photo related to your issue. If you choose social media, remember:

o  Whenever you post something online, anyone in the world can see it. Be sure it accurately represents
both you and your ideas in a positive way.

- J

\_ J
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[etters to the President

Letters for use in K-3 classrooms
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when human life and private
property are not respected? Why 4o we
need laws to protect them? What a
enforcenment officers do to help? Wh
should we treat them with resnect? ¥hat
might happen to our lives and homes with-~
out these laws?

What happens

What would it be like to have all of our
churches closed, if people were not per-
mitted to worship a@s thevy chose?

These may seenm like very difficult questione, but for
many children of yvour age around the world they are

the most important ones. For many children the biggest
wish might be to have the freedom we enjov in America.

for you is that you not only will grow
up in & free world, but that you will always be ready
to keep that freedom and to help bring it to other
children everywhere.

My real wish

Our freedom is a very precious gift and it must be
treasured, preserved, and cared for with all our
hearts.

With my best wishss to vou and to all at Red Jacket
Elementary Zchonl,

Pupils of the First Grade Class
¢/o ¥Mrs. Dorothy Tux

Red Jacket Flementary School
Shortsville, New York 14548

Enclosures: #36:%#25

RR/CCHM/AVH/SEVpE~

cc: John Rogers
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Moy 14, 1582

Daar Loblor

Thank you for writing, One of the things | enjoy most
chout the Presidency bs hearing from young friends
all across the potion,

Your friendship and support are impartont o me
ai v work fogether o strengthen the notion we
all love. You have my best wizshes now ond for the

Sincerely,

Loblor Christensen
Box 474
Ephwairn, Utoh 84627

cc: Sgadfor Orrin G. Hotch

R/CGM/SEV/AViH/emu
YP-32
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February ¢, o5t

Dear Girls oot Besvgy

P want you to kngw how much your mmstases meont o me,
There iz much to do and | count en your hels in our offoris
to moke thot new beginning we all desire,

The support of sur ration's young people is sncouraging to
me; in 6 democracy even the smaollest volees ore importons
to the leaders of governmenst, Keep up the good work!

With Gest wishes always,

Sincerely,

Pupils of drs, Piersonts
Third Grade Class
Foom 3¢
X ldeloy Elementary School
tdalov, Texss 79332

BRIAVHICGM emuy
YP. |
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Letters for use in 4-5 classrooms



Andy Smith
40O London Pride Road

Irmo, South Carolina 29063

April 18, 1984

Dear Mr. President,

My name is Andy Smith. I am a seventh grade student at Irmo
Middle School, in Irmo, South Carclina.

Today my mother declared my bedroom a disaster area. I would like
to reguest federal funds to hire a crew to c¢lean up my room. I am
prepared to provide the initial funds if you will privide matching funds
for this project.

I know you will be fair when you consider my regquest. I will be

awaiting your reply.

Sincerely yours,

oV ﬁuj %m\[)&ﬁ

Andy Smith
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON _ .
. v

March 22, 1982 jff“ f._-V~ s

ﬁ Dear Lonnie: )

I received your letter and want to thank vou
very much. Thanks, too,,ig;wygur_suggastion
about-ending war. T don't know whether we
can work something like that out. You know,
there are some countries where they don't
play basketball. But, I promise you, I'm

going to do everything I can to see that we
. have peace.

Thanks for your Picture with that nice looking
horse.

Best regards,
@cﬂ&-&f)\

_K
Master Lonnie George

Post Office Box 54§
Lone Pine, California 83545
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March 22, 1982

Dear Lonnie:

I recelived your letter and want to thank you
very much. Thanks, too, for your suggestiosn
about ending war. I don't know whether we
can work something like that out. You know,
there are some countries where they don’t
play baskethall. But, I promise vou, I'm
going to do everything I can to see that we
have peace.

Thanks for your picture with that nice looking
horse.

Best regards,

&7 At

Master ILonnie George
Pogt Office Box 546
Lone Pine, California 93345

RR:AVH:pps
RR Dictation

Bncl: RR Photo
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11330 Lincoln Dr
AﬁTiLOC,}\' ,I“:}r’ioz'Séé'ﬁG2
Now 2.0, 1950

ﬁ‘e%ﬁaﬂ“ﬁ@l&;’r Ron&g'c) ngan
% the White Houvse
\/\/cxshl'ngTon D. C.

Ded\r“ P r‘-esfc}é,n’ffﬁleclf Qeagqh:

I ‘Hﬁnk you g}]ou’c! ‘ﬂ‘\j hc\rz!ar‘
Than Carler To get The hostages oot
BuT st try fo 3e,ff The inflotien
SN -)Cr‘om ‘F:‘ "fé_@n \p&man'f 1o five. FO:’\
inslance w hen fo wWas in office gas
CG&T 76N nouo f/ﬂng (,a,r—/é,r ié_ 111 oﬁc;'c@i
gas has gone  up %376, Do Im f\opﬁm\g
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3@/ bn than of | /L per ﬁ;a\,[/om
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Antioch Upper Grade
800 Highview Drive
Antiochk, IL 60002

Fresident Ronald Reagan ikevy
The White House s ?2
Washington 0.C. 20515

Dear Fresident Reagan:

I am a sixth grade English teacher. As
part of a lesson on writing business letters,
I asked my students to write letters to you,
our new president, in order to share their
observations and opinions with you.

Although my students are only eleven
vears old, their concerns are gernuine, and
they are quite aware of many of the conflicts
in our world. Yet, as you will see from their
letters, they are also full of hope for the
future and confidence in your ability to lead
us. I share thelr optimism.

I hope you enjoy the letters. DBest
wishes., We are all behind you.

sincerely,

y AP

Fenelope A, LeFew



Drear Girls ond Boys:

Thank you for the generous support you expressed in your
ietters. *

 encourage you to weteh for news on how palicy develops
in those areas of specid interes? fo you. in this Wy, you
will best learn amswers to the mony questions yout raised
ahout the direction of the new Administration.

Your views are ¢ welcome message thot you care ahoust the
welfare of America. | hope thot you will ahways invalve

yourselves as concerned citizens dedicoted to the progress
of our country,

With my best wishes always,

Sinceraly,

Pupils of Miss LeFew's
Sixth Grade Class
X Antioch Upper Grade School
839 Highview Drive
Antioch, IHinois 60007
+~Enclosure: | naugural Address

RR/AVH/gjc
YP-4
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