
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                         Media Contact:  Melissa Giller 
December 2, 2019 
 
    

* * * MEDIA ADVISORY/PHOTO OP * * * 
 
MEDIA INVITED TO RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY 

FOR  
REAGAN LIBRARY’S NEW F-117 STEALTH FIGHTER 
 

PROGRAM INCLUDES SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MARK ESPER 
 

 
This event is open to media only. 

Media wanting to cover the event should RSVP at  
https://reaganfoundation.tfaforms.net/385090 

 

 
WHAT: 
On Saturday, December 7th, at 10:25 a.m., the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute will 
officially cut the ribbon signifying the opening of the new F-117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter exhibit at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum.   
 
Assisting with the ribbon cutting is: 

• Barbara Barrett, United States Secretary of the Air Force 

• David Goldfein, Chief-of-Staff of the U.S. Air Force 

• Jeff Babione, Vice President and General Manager of Lockheed Martin Skunk Works 

• and Fred Ryan, Chairman of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute.   
 
Also attending the event (but not a part of the ceremony) are Scott Stimpert and Rick Wright, both former 
pilots of the F-117 aircraft going on display at the Reagan Library and Museum. 
 
The public may begin viewing the plane beginning at noon on December 7th.  From 12pm – 3pm on the 7th 
and from 11am – 2pm on the 8th, members of the F-117 Stealth Fighter Association will be present at the F-
117 to answer questions. 

https://reaganfoundation.tfaforms.net/385090


 

 
 
PROGRAM: 
A short program will begin at 10:25 a.m.: 

10:25 a.m. Remarks by Fred Ryan, Board Chairman, The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation 
and Institute 

10:30 a.m. Remarks by Jeff Babione, Vice President and General Manager of Lockheed Martin 
Skunk Works 

10:34 a.m. Remarks by David Goldfein, Chief-of-Staff of the U.S. Air Force 

10:36 a.m. Remarks by Barbara Barrett, United States Secretary of the Air Force   

10:40 a.m. Ribbon Cutting 

 
WHEN: 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 
10:25 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
 
ABOUT THE F117 AT THE REAGAN LIBRARY: 

“Operation Nighthawk Landing” project - a Reagan Foundation & Institute and Lockheed Martin 
Skunk Works® joint effort – has brought an F-117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter to the Reagan Museum for 
permanent exhibition. Made possible by a loan from the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, the F-117 
placed on display will serve as a visible reminder to the Library’s near half-million annual visitors of 
President Reagan's commitment to the rebuilding of the U.S. military through his “Peace through Strength” 
program. The F-117 Nighthawk, Tail #803, nicknamed “Unexpected Guest,” flew more combat sorties (78) 
than all other F-117s combined. The aircraft entered service in May 1984, during President Reagan’s 
administration. 

“The Reagan Library will now be one of two places in the nation where the general public can visit 
an F-117 Stealth Fighter on permanent display,” said John Heubusch executive director of the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute. “We are deeply grateful to Lockheed Martin for their 
outstanding assistance in restoring the aircraft for such a meaningful display and to the U.S. Air Force for 
making it possible for the Reagan Library to exhibit the plane for millions of visitors to enjoy for years to 
come.”  
 The F-117 Nighthawk was the world’s first operational stealth aircraft. Between 1981 and 2008, 
Lockheed Martin produced 59 operational F-117s and five developmental prototypes, but the aircraft 
weren’t publicly acknowledged until 1988.  Known as “stealth fighters,” the F-117’s angular shape was 
designed to reflect radar waves and was bolstered by the use of a radar-absorbing materials. Because the 
aircraft was only expected to operate at night, it was painted black to make it more difficult to discern 
against the night sky.  

“I was privileged to fly the airplane when the program was classified,” said Lt Col Scott Stimpert, 
USAF (ret), a pilot for the F-117 tail number 803 going on display at the Reagan Library.  “It was an exciting 
time, and a vitally important capability, but not something you could share with friends or family. I’m glad 
the airplane can come out of the dark to take its rightful place in the light, where it can be seen and 
appreciated by the people it helped to protect.”  

The F-117 Nighthawk will be going on public display at the Reagan Library beginning December 7, 
2019, at an official ribbon-cutting ceremony during the Reagan Foundation and Institute’s annual Reagan 
National Defense Forum.  The jet will be located outdoors near the Library’s F-14 aircraft, situated on the 
west side of the Library’s property and clearly visible from inside the Library’s famous auditorium.   



 

“The F-117 was developed in response to an urgent national need,” said Jeff Babione, vice president 
and general manager of the Lockheed Martin Skunk Works® “It has paved the way for today’s stealth 
technology and reminds us to continue redefining what’s possible. It’s been a privilege for our team to 
collaborate with the USAF and the Reagan Foundation on this effort, and we are excited to see it on proud 
display at its new home.” 
 
 

Media can download select images at: Operation Nighthawk Landing media kit  
Additional photos are available upon request. 

 

### 

 
About The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute: 
The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute is the sole nonprofit organization created by 
President Reagan charged with continuing his legacy and sharing his principles - individual liberty, economic 
opportunity, global democracy, and national pride.  The Foundation is a non-partisan organization which 
sustains the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum in Simi Valley, CA, the Reagan Center for 
Public Affairs, the Presidential Learning Center, The Air Force One Pavilion, and the Reagan Institute, 
which carries out the Foundation’s mission in Washington, D.C. The Reagan Library houses 55 million 
pages of Gubernatorial, Presidential and personal papers and over 60,000 gifts and artifacts chronicling the 
lives of Ronald and Nancy Reagan. It now also serves as the final resting place of America’s 40th President 
and his first lady.  www.reaganfoundation.org  
 

 

https://lmaeronauticspalmdale.smugmug.com/2019-Events/Operation-Nighthawk-Landing-Media-Kit/n-tQNVx7/
http://www.reaganfoundation.org/

